TOURS
National Garden Clubs, Inc.   National Convention 2012
                                                         EXPLORE THE WONDERS, BUFFALO/NIAGARA 2012

TOUR A- Wednesday , May 16,2012  8:00-12:15

NATIONAL HISTORIC  LANDMARKS

The Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site is the well preserved grand home where President Roosevelt  took the oath of office after the death of President William McKinley in September 1901. President McKinley was shot by an anarchist during his visit to Buffalo’s Pan American Exhibition. Immerse yourself in the sights, sounds and emotions surrounding this pivotal moment in our Nation’s history and learn how the enduring legacy of one of America’s greatest Presidents affects our lives today. Next we visit Forest Lawn Cemetery and Garden Mausoleums. This breathtaking 269 acre cemetery was designed by Fredrick Law Olmsted, and founded in 1849. Outstanding examples of funerary art including the Frank Lloyd Wright designed Blue Sky Mausoleum give additional significance to this special cemetery.  Forest Lawn is on the State and National Registers of Historic sites. It is also the final resting place of many famous Americans including President Millard Fillmore. This will be a narrated bus tour.    $43
TOUR B- Wednesday, May 16, 2012  1:30-5:00 

ARCHITECTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

Buffalo is the city that the New York Times called “home to some of the greatest American architects of the late 19th and early 20th centuries”. You will see examples of the ‘ Big Three’ architects; Louis Sullivan’s groundbreaking Guaranty Building, H.H. Richardson’s gothic twin towers, and the complete tour of the Frank Lloyd Wright masterpiece, the Darwin Martin Home. Also included will be other homes by Wright, Daniel Burnham’s beautiful Ellicott Square Building and Kleinhan’s Music Hall designed by Eliel and Eero Saarinen and home to the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.  $40

Tour C- Thursday, May 17, 2012  7:45-12:45

  A NATURAL WONDER OF THE WORLD

Niagara Falls State Park, America’s oldest State Park, was established July 5, 1885. See the American side of Niagara Falls, Three Sister’s Island, and Goat Island. Get up close and personal with the legendary Niagara Falls with a boat trip on the Maid of the Mist (weather permitting) and an IMAX presentation that takes you from historic to heroic in the spectacular recreation of legend and real life.  $49

Tour D- Thursday May 17, 2012 8:30-12:30

 ART IN BUFFALO

An outstanding center of modern and contemporary art, the Albright Knox Art Gallery’s collection belongs among the world’s top international surveys of 20th century paintings and sculpture. We will also see Buffalo’s Burchfield Penney Art Center, dedicated to the art and culture of Western New York including the world’s largest collection of works by Charles E. Burchfield. Exhibitions and programs include art and design from the Buffalo/Niagara region, historic and contemporary.  $45
Tour E- Thursday May 17, 2012  9:00-4:00
BUFFALO JEWELS

Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens, a National Historic Site, education center, and tourist destination holds exotic horticulture from around the world. This Victorian Botanical Garden, opened in 1900, is one of only two remaining Lord and Burnham conservatories and is the ‘jewel in the emerald necklace’ of the many Olmsted designed parks located in Buffalo. Our Lady of Victory Basilica and National Shrine boasts of some of Western New York’s most exquisite architecture. The Basilica serves as the final resting place of Father Nelson Baker a current candidate for Sainthood. Lunch will be on the waterfront overlooking Lake Erie. A visit to the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society follows lunch. This National Historic Landmark was built in 1901 for the Pan American Exposition, serving as the New York State building. This historical museum features an extensive collection of artifacts, manuscripts, books and photographs that chronicle the development of the Niagara Frontier.  $75

Spouse Tour 1-  Friday May 18, 2012  9:00-4:00

  AROUND THE TOWN

Visit the Buffalo Transportation/Pierce-Arrow Museum, featuring automobiles made in Western New York including Pierce-Arrow, the Thomas Flyer. View muscle cars dating from 1903 to the 1960’s. A Frank Lloyd Wright designed gas station has been built inside the museum. The Naval and Military Park on the Buffalo waterfront is the largest inland park of its kind in the nation. All branches of the Armed Forces are represented in the park’s exhibits. Tour the decks and hulls of a guided missile cruiser, destroyer, and WWII submarine. Inspect uniforms and memorabilia in the museum. View additional exhibits aboard the ships. Buffalo is the birthplace of the most highly decorated serviceman in US military history. Learn about Buffalo’s roots and experience a tour of the restored Erie Canal Harbor area. During the 19th and 20th centuries, the harbor functioned as the bustling ‘western terminus’ of the Erie Canal. Lunch on your own at the Pearl Street Grill and Brewery.  $60

Spouse Tour 2- Saturday May 19, 2012 9:00-4:00

 POWER AND PLAY

The Niagara Falls Power Project and Archeological Museum is an inside look into the Niagara River electricity producing plant that has been shared by the United States and Canada for over a half century. 375,000 gallons of water per second is diverted to 13 turbines to produce enough power to light 24 million, 100 watt light bulbs at once. After lunch we will visit the Herschell Carousel Factory and Museum which exhibits the history and growth of this carousel manufacturer during the early 1900’s. A 1916 carousel is housed in the original roundhouse. Demonstrations of carving, horse restoration, and band organ roll production are on display. The buildings and two carousels are on the New York State and National Register of Historic Sites.  $60

Tour F- Sunday May 20, 2012 9:00-5:00

  EXPLORE THE WONDERS (PLUS)

This tour takes us on a visit to our Canadian neighbor. For over 200 years we have shared the longest peaceful border. Join us for a once in a lifetime tour of the wonderful Niagara Peninsula. View the powerful rushing waters of the American Falls and the Canadian Horseshoe Falls.  Watch as the cable car transverses the Niagara Whirlpool. Our next stop is a visit to Ontario’s premier Horticulture School with breathtaking gardens and a Butterfly Conservatory. Our lunch will take place overlooking the magnificent Niagara Gorge. Our Canadian visit will end with shopping in the charming town of Niagara on the Lake, the first capital of Canada.  Entrance into Canada and return entrance to the USA requires official identification, i.e. Passport, Passport card or Nexxus.  $75

Buses load fifteen minutes prior to departure.

