Gardening Study Tip - What’s in a Name? - Botanical Latin

A gardener's native language is Botanical Latin. 

Botanical Latin is the international language used in many horticultural fields to communicate vital plant information. I learned a quick method in GSS that has helped me when first learning botanical names. Keeping it simple....Think about it like learning the name of a new acquaintance. Just like people, plants have two names (not counting cultivars, etc.), their last name comes first. (Precisely like the telephone book!) The genus is the family last name and the species is the given name. So, the plant commonly called red maple, is maple, red in Latin, botanically it is Acer rubrum. Japanese maple is Acer palmatum, Sugar maple is Acer saccharum! When first learning botanical names, don’t worry about what the names mean. Just consider them as your new friend and acquaintance. Add your friend’s name to your vocabulary and use their name when you meet them again and again. Like any other acquaintance, you wouldn’t worry about what your new friend "Susan Smiley" name means — you’d just remember your friend’s name and begin to recognize your friends each time you meet them.

 

Environmental Study Tip: Rain Gardens

Has anyone asked. . . .? What is a Rain Garden? . . . Do you know? 

Defined: A rain garden is a shallow depression that is planted with deep-rooted native plants and grasses. The garden should be positioned near a runoff source like a downspout, driveway or sump pump to capture rainwater runoff and stop the water runoff from reaching the sewer system. Will it do any good? Understanding rainwater runoff and the properties it carries from our habitats and our activities is vital. The importance of rain gardens, rainwater harvesting and identifying and planning the diversion of rainwater away from streets and sewers, should be, as foremost, in our recycling, reuse, reduce objectives to "live green." Begin with (1) identifying your rainwater runoff area. (2) Research rain gardens and your native, deep rooted plants, (3) With knowledge in hand, you now can make another difference in your effort to live green

Landscape Study Tip - A Room with a View
A graceful arbor serves as a welcoming entry introducing A Room with a View.   Along with plantings consider boarding the arbor and its pathway with container plants. This technique allows for seasonal drama. Create a path with tumbled blue stone pavers, quilted with ground covers like wooly elfin, oregano and red thymes leading to an inviting bench, Adirondack chair, or specialty feature. With the addition of birdhouses, artful object, plant markers (with common and botanical names) and touches of whimsy, it creates a wonderful use of space inviting all to sit, relax or delight in exploration.

