Gardening tip September/October
Secrets to Fall Bulb Planting Success -make the most of your blooms for next spring by arming yourself with a little knowledge

Frosty Mornings 

- bulbs can withstand light frost. 

Straight and Tall 

- use supports to prevent drooping of tall bulbs. 

Tulip Protection 

- deer and squirrels LOVE to munch on tulips. Protect your bulbs with organic animal repellent or home made garlic-pepper spray*. (*See Environmental Tip). 

Feed Them 

- fertilize bulbs when leaves emerge. 

Bouquet Blends 

– don’t mix cut daffodils and tulips in same vase. Cut daffodils exude a sap that kills tulips. 

Division Wisdom 

- when naturalized bulbs fail to bloom, they may be over crowded– mark clump with a sake, then dig and divide in fall. 
Fall Plantings with Bulbs

Bulbs look best when planted in drifts which create waves of color. An easy way to achieve this effect is to place selections in odd-numbered groupings. Using this technique also makes calculating how many bulbs you will need easy to calculate.

Bulbs - Where you Live

Southeast & West Coast

giant crocus- mixed colors; early spring.

‘Ice Follies’ daffodil - yellow cup, white bract; early spring.

‘Red Emperor’ tulip- fiery red with black center; mid spring.

‘Blue Jacket’ hyacinth - deep blue; mid spring.

‘Ollioules’ tulip- rose with white edge; mid to late spring.

‘Purple Sensation’ allium- true purple; mid to late spring.

‘Queen of the Night’ tulip (exotic! show stopper!) Dark purple/black; late spring.

‘Elegant Beauty’ Dutch iris - purple; late spring.

Northeast & Mid Atlantic

‘Ice Follies’ daffodil - yellow cup, white bract; early spring.

‘Dutch Master ‘ daffodil- all yellow; early to mid spring.

‘Red Emperor’ tulip- fiery red with black center; mid spring.

‘Purple Prince’ tulip- lilac; mid spring naturalizes well.

‘Blue Jacket’ hyacinth - deep blue; mid spring.

‘Ollioules’ tulip- rose with white edge; mid to late spring.

giant allium- lavender-purple;. late spring to early summer.

Midwest

‘Ice Follies’ daffodil - yellow cup, white bract; early spring.

giant crocus- mixed colors; early spring.

‘Queen of the Night’ tulip; Dark purple/black; late spring.

Ton-Sur-Ton blend tulips- blue, red, pink, apricot, back/white, and white/green shades; early, mid and late spring.

‘Elegant Beauty’ Dutch iris - purple; late spring.

Homemade animal repellant spray recipe for bulb garden: Combine garlic cloves, pepper and hot sauce in a food processor, mix with water, place in spray bottle.

Consider Planting Native species to help preserve local habitats. As a gardener, you can protect natural habitats by planting trees, shrubs and flowers that are native to your area. This process helps prevent the introduction of invasive species in the environment.

